To Kill A Mockingbird


Name ______________________________

by Harper Lee

Answers for the following do not need to be in full sentences, but do need to be FULLY answered to receive full credit. Some questions have follow-ups attached, so read carefully!

Chapter 16-17

1. Why is Jem so nice to Scout when she cries after the night’s events?

2. How does Aunt Alexandria react to the happenings of the night before?

3. What subtle change is Scout seeing in Atticus?

4. How does Atticus rationalize the behavior of Mr. Cunningham?

5. What groups of people go past the Finch’s house that morning? Why?

6. What small confrontation does Miss Maudie have? With whom? Why?

7. What does Miss Maudie mean when she tells Miss Stephanie, “Better be careful he doesn’t hand you a subpoena?”

8. What is a “mixed child”? Why don’t they belong anywhere?

9. What, according to the whites of this time period, makes a person a Negro?

10. Who is Dolphus Raymond?

11. What prevents the children from getting a good seat at the trial?

12. What does Scout learn about Atticus while waiting for Jem and Dill to return? In what way would this information have been helpful if she had known it earlier?

13. Who helps the children get a good seat? Why is there seating place ironic?

14. Briefly describe Judge Taylor. What is his disgusting habit?

15. Who takes the witness stand first?

16. What happened, according to that witness?

17. What is a solicitor? Who is the solicitor in this trial? What advantage does he have?

18. Atticus concentrates on two items when questioning Mr. Ewell. What are they?
19. What does Atticus establish by having the court reporter read back previous testimony?

20. What are the living conditions at the Ewells? Where do they live?

21. What one thing brightens the Ewell premises?

22. What is Mr. Ewell’s accounting of the events?

23. Why hadn’t Mr. Ewell called a doctor?

24. Why do lawyers only ask witnesses questions they already know the answer to?

25. What odd request does Atticus make of Mr. Ewell? What is he trying to prove?
